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SECRET SANA 0824 

E.O. 16652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, YE, SA 

SUBJECT: ABDALLAH BARAKAT REMOVAL 

REE: SANA 0673 

1. BOTH PRIME MINISTER ABDAL-AZIZ ABD AL-GHANI AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER ASNAG HAVE ASSURED EMBASSY THAT 
BARAKAT IS NOT RPT NOT PERSONA NON GRATA TO 
GOVERNMENT HERE, BUT ACCORDING TO AHMAD ABDO SAID 
REASONS FOR HIS DISMISSAL WENT BEYOND PERSONALITY 
AND OPERATIONS. 

2. SAID, WITHOUT ELABORATING, TOLD DCM THAT BARAKAT 
WAS "IN TOUCH WITH THE SAUDIS." THIS ANGERED HAMDI, 
ACCORDING TO SAID, AND ON TOP OF OTHER PROBLEMS WHICH 
HAD DEVELOPED AROUND BARAKAT, HAMDI FIRED HIM. CHANGE 
DID NOT COME AS SURPRISE TO BARAKAT, WHO WAS INFORMED 
WELL IN ADVANCE. 

COMMENT: WE DON'T KNOW DETAILS, BUT IT ILLUSTRATES 
SENSITIVITY OF HAMDI TO SAUDI DEALINGS WITH 
PUBLIC AS WELL AS TRIBAL FIGURES IN YAR. 
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